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The June Meeting

      The  June  meeting  was  a  special  event;
something we have never done before.  Instead of
the regular meeting, a group of the club of about
20  of  us,  including  a  few  spouses,  met  at  the
Mexican  restaurant  in  Wright  City  for  supper.
Afterward  we  went  to  Alex  Mueller’s  home  in
Wright City to see a fantastic 3 rail layout.  Alex
was  a  most  congenial  host  and  the  layout  is
fantastic.   It  covers  most  of  the  basement  of  a
very large home.  The layout is generally in a U
shape with a double track mainline that doubles
back on itself  (waterwings type).   The stairway
comes  down  into  the  middle  of  the  basement.
The  layout  loops  around  one  side,  goes  back
behind  the  stairs,  then  comes  out  and  loops
around on the other side.  The layout includes a
subway and an elevated  transit  train.  Alex says
that  it  takes  a  train  over  10 minutes  to  run the
length  of  the  mainline  operating  a  prototypical
speed.  The layout is fully scenicked with lots of

operating accessories.  What is most amazing is
that Alex built the layout by himself  in about 4
years.  Photos are at the end of the newsletter, all
courtesy of Mark Wharenbrock.

The Boring Talking Part

      As luck would have it, we were all so busy
checking  out  Alex’s  layout  that  we  forgot  all
about a business meeting.  Our President wasn’t
able to attend to remind us either.  

The NMRA Meet

     Normally our club doesn’t  get involved in
NMRA  (National  Model  Railroad  Association)
activities because that group mainly targets scale
modelers, and mostly HO gauge at that.  But this
year there was a regional meet in Jefferson City
that  included layout  tours.   Lou Eggerding and
Peter Davis both volunteered to have their layouts
open to visitors.   Both Pete and Lou had about
15-20 visitors.  Most were from the NMRA meet
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but  there  also  were  local  folks  at  both  layouts.
Thanks, guys, for participating.  Of course it was
a good reason to get the layouts cleaned up and
tuned up!  

Weaver Models Closes Its Doors

      Weaver Models has announced it is closing
it’s doors after 50 years in business.  It appears
that Joe is retiring.  There will be a close out sale
on a cash and carry basis at its place of business
starting June 29.  It looks like everything is going
including  memorabilia.   Weaver  has  been  a
significant  part  of our hobby and will  be a real
loss-one less important supplier for our trains.

Speaking of Meets

      Here are a few events that are coming up in 
the near future.   

Saturday and Sunday, June 27 & 28
Galesburg Railroad Days
Galesburg, IL

Saturday and Sunday, July 25 & 26
10 AM to 5 PM
Great Train Show
Belle-Claire Fairgrounds
Belleville, IL

Saturday, August 1st
10 AM to 3 PM
CMRRA meet
Elks Lodge
Warrenton, MO

Saturday, August 9th

10 AM to 3 PM
Mid-American Train Meet
KCI Expo Center
11730 N. Ambassador Dr.
Kansas City, MO

The Next Meeting

      The next regular meeting will be Wednesday,
July 1st.   See you there.  Bring some trains to
run.
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A view of the left side of the stairs

The back of the right side of the stairs and a
giant visitor

Some of the gang.  Alex using the handheld
device

The right side of the stairs

More of the gang and a view of the right side of
the layout

The Vision Line Big Boy underway
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